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curve B bounds the region within which serious
damage to brick houses was common. Its irregular
course is closely connected with the geological struc-
ture of the country, and Is due to the fact, of which
we have already met with several examples, that
earthquakes are more destructive to houses built on
alluvial ground than to those founded on rock. The
area included within this curve is not less than
145,000 square miles; and, if we include the parts
from which reports were not obtainable, it must
amount to about 160,000 square miles.

The curve C represents the boundary of the dis-
turbed area, so far as known, for about one-third of
the area lies Ina regions from which no information
was procurable, while another third is inhabited by
ignorant and illiterate tribes. But, notwithstanding
this, the shock is known to have been felt over an
area of at least 1,200,000 square miles. If we include
the detached region to the west, near Ahmedabad,
the portion of the Bay of Bengal in which the shock
would have been felt had the sea been replaced by
land, and a large part of Thibet or Western China,
from which no reports have come, but in which the
shock was certainly sensible, this estimate, great as It
is, must be raised to about 1,750,000 square miles.1

Figures, such as those given above, convey but little

3 According to some reports, the earthquake was felt in Italy. At
Livorno, the first movements were registered by seismographs at 11.17
A.M. (G.M.T.), and tremors were noticed by some persons at rest at
about 11.15 A-M- At Spinea, a sensible undulatory shock from south-
east to north-west, and lasting about four seconds, was felt at the moment
when all the seismographs were set in motion by the Indian earthquake.
In spite of the great distance, the perception of the earthquake in Italy
is not impossible, but the records seem to me to refer to local tremors
rather than to the very slow evanescent oscillations -of a very distant
earthquake.